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YEAR END ACCOUNTS TO 31 MARCH 2011
CLERK’S FINANCIAL REPORT

The accounts have been prepared in the form required by the auditor and in accordance with the Audit and Accounts Regulations, which came into force on 1 April 2003.  These have very recently been updated again (see Governance & Accountability for Local Councils 2010).

The council appointed the clerk as its Responsible Financial Officer under the Local Government Act 1972, section 151.  

The council is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and sound and should satisfy itself that it has a sound system of internal control.  During the year the council employed Yorkshire Audit as its internal auditor and has received regular reports as to their satisfactory findings.   

The council is responsible for ensuring that an adequate financial risk management process is in place and must conduct a review at least once a year as to the effectiveness of its internal controls and shall record its findings.

As the council’s income and expenditure exceeds £200,000 the accounts must be prepared on an income and expenditure basis.  The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (as amended 2008) provides that these accounts and supporting papers be made available and copies may be obtained from the clerk.

The following is an explanation of the accounts:-

The front page is the Council’s Balance Sheet, which shows the balance of cash at bank and in hand as at 31 March 2010, plus money owed to the council (debtors), less money owed by the council (creditors) as at that date. 

Assets of the council other than cash are not shown in the balance sheet, as there is no legal requirement for the council to incur the cost of obtaining valuations. Such assets are shown later in the accounts at either cost or insured values as explained later.

The total fund balance is split between general and burial account. It is necessary for the council to maintain a separate burial account as the cost of maintaining the cemetery is shared between the Parish Council and the City of York Council (CoYC) who under a new agreement which came into effect on 1 April 2006 pay £2,500 per year (+RPI) to the Parish for use of the cemetery to bury York citizens plus 80% of any deficit.  Under a separate agreement they also pay to the parish council twice yearly a sum of money equal to the capital and interest repayments on a loan from the Public Works Loan Board for development of the new extension. Under the terms of the agreement any surplus on the year is to be paid into the Cemetery Development Fund.

Page 1 is the general Income and Expenditure account, which has been divided into two parts, part A Revenue and part B Capital.  Figures for 09/10 can be seen in the left hand column for comparison with 10/11.


A precept of £31,000 had been made for 2010/11.

Income from Social Hall lettings was higher than last year at £10,645.03 and expenditure including installation of new kitchenette to the Old Library was £8729.11 which was offset by a ward grant of £2,2500.  Wages for the caretaker amounted to £4,272.66.

Expenditure on the two playing fields totalled £7,622.27 which included grass cutting, costs associated with removal of old and installation of new replacement Junior slide and playground inspections and maintenance.  Income from the various sports clubs amounted to £228.00.  

Allotment rents amounted to £789.16 as there had been full tenancy throughout most of the year.  Expenditure was £416.00 in respect of water rates and provision of skips.  

A sum of £5,940.21 was received in ward and other grants.  Yorkshire Water made a compensation payment of £4,568 in respect of work to lay a new rising main across the Fulford Village Green.  They would also provide funds for a Battle of Fulford Memorial.

A sum of £12,588.37 was received in respect of double taxation payments i.e. where the Parish Council provides such facilities as are provided free within the City e.g. play equipment, playing fields, street cleaning, bus shelters and seats.

On the general revenue account, there was an opening balance at 1 April 2010 of £32,282.81.  A surplus of income over expenditure of £15,011.46 added gives an opening balance for 1 April 2011 of  £47,294.27.  

Page 2 shows the Capital Fund.  There were no capital transactions during the year and the fund stands at £35,250.00.  The cash balance stands at £3,4,517.87 as loan of £732.13 is still outstanding by the clerk in respect of pension, which she is repaying to the council at rate of £1.500 per annum.  Further information about capital account is shown later in the accounts.

The Burial Income and Expenditure account shows that the opening balance was £28,246.95. The cemetery made a surplus in the year to 31 March 2011 of £25,464.23. This would be added to the development fund in line with new agreement which came into force on 1 April 2006 (£2,500+RPI) £2,964.50 was received from CoYC for the parish for use of the cemetery facilities for burial of the inhabitants of York.  Balance carried forward to 1 April 2011 was £45,063.15.

Page 3 shows that the Cemetery Development Fund with the addition of the above surplus now stands at £26,208.90.  Interest of £20.95 was received during the year and there had been expenditure of £3,693.23 on fencing, plants and trees for landscaping and installation of a lych gate.  Receipts of £6,966.90 was expended on repayment of capital loan (PWLB)

The summary of all accounts shows an overall surplus for the year of £36,803.41 and therefore £153,816.32 was carried forward as opening Balance as at 1 April 2011.

Notes to the Statement of Accounts
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Section 1 is a list of the council’s assets other than cash at bank and in hand. Land is shown at purchase prices.  Buildings, contents and machinery are shown at insured values, which are increased in line with inflation each year.  There are various holdings of War Stock from which the income is paid into burial account for grave maintenance in perpetuity 

Section 2 shows assets bought by the council during the accounting year. 

Section 3 shows assets that were disposed of during the accounting year.

Sections 4 and 5 - The council borrowed £105,000 from PWLB repayable over 25 years.  Outstanding as at 1 March 2011 is £92,032.87.

The council is not a lessee of any land.  
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Section 6 lists the leases by the council during the year.

Section 7 shows the income received from allotment lettings and tenancy of the Cemetery Lodge. 

Section 8 shows that there were no section 137 payments. 

Current allowance is £6.15 per head of population.

Number on register of electors 2209x 6.44 =£14,225.96 (LGA page 199)

Section  9 refers to the agreement with COYC, which I have already mentioned.

Section 10 shows expenditure on production and distribution of newsletters etc.

Section 11 lists information about the Council’s current Health & Safety Programme 

Section 12 refers to the Council’s Code of Conduct previously adopted 8 April 2002 and the revised Model Code of Conduct (including paragraph 12(2) which was adopted on 4th June 2007 and which is the code in operation at this time.

Section 13 gives information about compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and where information can be obtained.

Section 14 informs that the Council is registered under the Data Protection Act.

Section 15 shows movements on the capital reserve fund as already mentioned.

Section 16 shows capital sums, which have been previously allocated by the council for the purposes, mentioned.

This report will be circulated prior to the Annual Parish Meeting and copies will be made available to the Public at the meeting.  The Clerk will endeavour to answer any questions resulting from it and will deliver a shortened version of this report at the meeting.

Please see attached spreadsheet showing analysis of income and expenditure for 2010/11
Jeanne Fletcher

Clerk & Financial Officer

Fulford Parish Council

9 May 2011






